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JAMES FENIMORE COOPER 

magic that Cooper, though he could 

all later stories of the sea and more 

Among his best known novels are 
the Leather-Stocking Tales. These 
stories should be read in the order in 

sodes in their hero’s life: THE DEER- 
SLAYER, THE LAST OF THE 
MOHICANS, THE PATHFINDER, 
THE PIONEERS, and THE PRAI¬ 
RIE. Thus read, they reveal the un- 

without serious discrepancies. The 

not be underestimated, for it is indeed 
considerable. But the real triumph of 
Cooper is the variety of his invention, 

During the prodigious years from 

widely: MERCEDES of CASTILLE 
(1840) went back to the first voyage 
of Columbus; THE TWO ADMI¬ 
RALS (1842) told of a French priva¬ 
teer in the Mediterranean at the end 
of the 18th century. NED MYERS 
(1843) was the biography of an actual 
sailor who had served with Cooper 
and who long afterward came to the 

Cooper was devoted to his wife and 
children, one of whom, Susan Feni- 
more, published an agreeable book, 
RURAL HOURS, the year before her 
father’s death on September 14, 1851. 
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